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Letter From the Chair 
Welcome to WAMUNC and thank you for your service and dedication to the Culper Ring. 
My name is Eileen Cunha- 711- and I am so excited to be your chair for this committee. I’m 
looking forward to creating an absolutely amazing Model UN experience for you all. 

I am a Junior in the GW Columbian College of Arts and Sciences majoring in History with a 
concentration in Early American History. History is one of my biggest passions and I am 
eager to see you all explore this period. I am currently a member of GW’s collegiate Model 
United Nations team and it is hands-down my favorite extracurricular activity! Aside from 
MUN, I am an intern at the US House of Representatives for Congressman Andy Kim and a 
consultant at the George Washington University Writing Center. I love spending time with 
my amazing roommates, trying various coffee shops around the city, and going to museums (I 
have some great recommendations, just ask)! 

Given my deep interest in history, I can’t wait to watch this committee play out. The Culper 
Ring is an incredibly interesting and engaging topic in Colonial American history and I am 
looking forward to your creative solutions to the missions facing you at this time. As my 
academic career revolves around research, I am interested to see the research you are able to
bring into your role and the committee as a whole. As your chair, I hope for engaging debate 
and critical thinking as the committee progresses.

If you have any questions about how the committee will work or anything at all, feel free to 
email me at: eileencunha@gwmail.gwu.edu 

I look forward to meeting you all soon and serving as your Commander in Chief in this covert 
operation. 

Move quickly, and do not get caught. Remember, “silence is one of the great arts of 
conversation”. 

Best of luck,  
Eileen Cunha



Committee Overview
Parliamentary Procedure
The committee will run on extended Moderated Caucus: the default shall be a 
Moderated Caucus with one-minute speaking times. The chair will recognize 
delegates wishing to speak, and motions will be entertained after each speech has 
elapsed. For procedural matters, a simple majority of 50% + 1 will be required and 
each delegate must vote either in favor or against, no abstentions will be 
entertained. No pre-set time limits on speeches are established; this determination, 
as well as any other particulars of procedure, is left to the discretion of the 
committee or the chair, as appropriate. The chair shall have final authority on all 
procedural questions, and will occasionally entertain appeals.

Language and Attire | The working and official language of the committee shall 
be English. All delegates are expected to wear Western Business Attire.

Unmoderated Caucus
The committee may choose to move into an unmoderated caucus for a certain 
length of time, in which delegates may move freely about the room and speak to 
each other without direction from the Chair. However, it will be at the Chair’s 
discretion to prohibit unmoderated caucus at certain times during committee.

Point of Order | A Point of Order may not interrupt a speaker and can be raised 
when the delegate believes the rules of procedure have been violated. The chair 
will stop the proceedings of the committee and ask the delegate to provide 
warranted arguments as to which rules of procedure have been violated.

Point of Personal Privilege | A Point of Personal Privilege may be raised when a 
delegate’s ability to participate in debate is impaired for any physical or logistical 
reason (for instance, if the speaker is not audible). This point may interrupt a 
speech, and the dais will immediately try to resolve the difficulty.



Point of Parliamentary Inquiry | This point may be raised by a delegate who 
wishes to clarify any rule of procedure with the Chair. It may not interrupt a 
speaker, and a delegate rising to this point may not make any substantive 
statements or arguments.
Point of Information | As the name suggests, this point may be raised by a 
delegate to bring substantive information to the notice. It may not interrupt a 
speaker, and must contain only a statement of some new fact that may have 
relevance to debate. Arguments and analyses may not be made by delegates rising 
to this point. A point of information may also be used to ask questions of a speaker 
on the general speakers list.

 Motions
Motions control the flow of debate. A delegate may raise a motion when the chair 
opens the floor for points or motions. Motions require a vote to pass. Procedural 
motions, unless mentioned otherwise, require a simple majority to pass.
Motion for Moderated Caucus | This motion begins a moderated caucus and 
must specify the topic, the time per speaker, and the total time for the proposed 
caucus.
Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus | This motion moves the committee into 
unmoderated caucus, during which lobbying and drafting of resolutions may take 
place. It must specify the duration of the caucus.
Motion to Suspend Debate | This motion suspends debate for a stipulated amount 
of time.
Motion to Adjourn | This motion brings the committee’s deliberation to an end 
and is only admissible when suggested by the Chair.
Motion to Introduce Documents | A successful motion to introduce essentially 
puts the document on the floor to be debated by the committee. The sponsor of the 
document will be asked to read the document and then, if deemed appropriate, the 
Chair will entertain a moderated caucus.
Motion to Divide the Question | This motion may be moved by a delegate to split 
a document into its component clauses for the purpose of voting. This may be done 
when a delegate feels that there is significant support for some clauses of the 
document, but not for the complete document.
Motion for a Roll Call Vote | A delegate may move to have the vote conducted in 
alphabetical order.



Motion for Speakers For and Against | If it would help the proceedings of the 
committee, a delegate may motion for speakers for and against a document.
Amendments | After the first draft of a committee document has been introduced, 
delegates may move to amend particular clauses of the draft. If the amendment is 
supported by all the sponsors of the documents, it passes as a friendly amendment.
Directive | Directives are standard orders. All direct actions taken by this 
committee require a directive. Directives pass with a simple majority.
Press Release | Press releases express the sentiments of the committee (NOT 
individuals) on any issue. They require a simple majority to pass.
Between Delegates | Delegates can pass notes freely to other delegates within the 
committee or speak to other delegates during unmoderated caucuses. However, 
talking during another delegate’s speech is not permitted.
To the Chair/Dias | Delegates may also communicate with the Chair through 
notes. Delegates should feel free to write any questions or comments to the Chair 
that may improve the committee experience.
To Crisis | Delegates may address members not present in the committee by 
addressing notes to “Crisis.” These notes could be addressed to specific persons or 
could be general questions on the committee itself.
Personal Directive | A personal directive orders the member’s external resources 
or contacts to take a specific action, within the power of said contacts.
Between Delegates | Delegates should feel free to write personal notes to their 
fellow committee members. We ask that these notes pertain to the business of the 
committee.
To the Chair | Delegates may also write to the Chair with questions regarding 
procedural issues of the committee, as well as a wide range of personal inquiries. 
Delegates should feel free to write to the Chair on any issue that would improve 
the committee experience.
To Members not Present | If delegates deem it fit to communicate with 
individuals or entities not currently present in committee, they may write notes 
directed to such members specifically. Such notes are to be addressed to “crisis” 
and passed to the Dais.



Committee Explanation:

In the height of the American Revolutionary War when General Washington was 
vastly outnumbered and out-supplied, he established a covert citizen spy ring. 
During the British occupation of New York City, these spies worked from their 
homes, providing information directly to General Washington and head of 
intelligence Benjamin Talmadge. In this committee, delegates would represent 
individuals in the ring in a scramble to win the war and search for enemy 
intelligence. Each character will have their set of powers and solutions for beating 
the British, but delegates must be careful in their tactics. The British are no 
strangers to espionage themselves, and there is an entire citizenry to consider in the 
fight for independence. How will you shape the future of the United States from 
the shadows?



Background guide
Timeline:
May 14, 1607 — The first permanent British settlement on the North American 
continent, Jamestown, is established in Virginia.5
October 7, 1763 — King George III signs the Proclamation of 1763 to improve 
the relationship between the British, Aboriginal peoples, and French settlers, in 
actuality stoking American resentment.
April 5, 1764 — The British Parliament passes the Sugar Act, taxing colonists in 
order to pay off the debt from the Seven Years’ War, which consequently raises 
fears over Britain’s potentially controlling intentions.
March 18, 1766 — In order to mollify the colonists, the Stamp Act is repealed. 
However, the Declaratory Act, is passed in tandem, asserting Britain’s right to tax 
and exert authority over the colonists.
March 5, 1770 — During a large skirmish between colonists and British troops, 
five colonists are killed and six wounded. This event later became known as the 
Boston Massacre.
December 16, 1773 — In response to the unpopular tax-levying Tea Act, the Sons 
of Liberty dress up as Aboriginals and storm merchant ships in Boston Harbour, 
throwing crates of tea into the water to protest the unpopular tax. Greatly 
exacerbating tensions and sparking further anti-tax movements, this event would 
later be known as the “Boston Tea Party.”
July 4, 1776 — The Continental Congress adopts the Declaration of Independence, 
officially ending all relations between the Thirteen Colonies and the United 
Kingdom.6 This event helps garner support for the ensuing War for Independence 
(the Revolutionary War).
August 27, 1776 —The Battle of Long Island, the British Army successfully 
pushes back against George Washington’s American Continental Army, seizing 
New York city. 
1778 — Washington forms the Culper Ring
1778 — French troops join the Revolution alongside the Continental Army. 



Colonial Struggle:

The Seven Years’ War

Lasting from 1756 to 1763, the Seven Years’ War was a chapter of struggle 
between Britain and France. A series of skirmishes between the two nations raised 
tensions and precipitated the emerging conflict. After France expanded its territory 
to the Ohio River valley in 1750, British forces deployed, resulting in the onset of 
fighting between Brish and French forces. In 1754, French forces built Fort 
Duquesne, proving to be a key strategic fort due to its position, where the 
Allegheny and Monogahela rivers joined the Ohio River. This fort allowed the 
French to win a series of battles both before and during the Seven Years’ War, 
including the defeat of a young George Washington in 1755. At this point in 
colonial leadership, British forces were quite weak due to a lack of interest in the 
homeland. Further, the French history of diplomatic and cooperative relations with 
Indigenous tribes allowed for military assistance from the Wabanaki Confederacy 
member tribes Abenaki and Mi'kmaq, and the Algonquin, Lenape, Ojibwa, Ottawa, 
Shawnee, and Wyandot tribes. 

In 1756, the British formally declared war, however, faced issues with their 
military commander in the colonial US, Lord Loudoun. Thus, Loudoun had little 
success against French forces and their Indigenous allies. In 1757, when the new 



British leader, William Pitt-The Elder- saw the colonial conflicts as key to gaining 
international control and encouraging the construction of an emerging British empire. 
Borrowing substantial amounts of money to finance the war, Pitt paid Prussia to fight 
in Europe and reimbursed the colonies for raising troops in North America. 

British Victory
 British forces emerged victorious in a huge win at the battle of Louisbourg, down the 
St. Lawrence River. The British then targeted Quebec, where Gen. James Wolfe won 
excellently at the Battle of Quebec on the Plains of Abraham in September of 1759. 
With the fall of Montreal in September 1760, the French lost their last foothold in 
Canada. Soon after, Spain joined France in the fight against England, and for the rest 
of the war, Britain concentrated on seizing French and Spanish territories in other parts 
of the world. The Treaty of Paris formally ended the war, allowing France to keep 
Guadeloupe and giving Louisiana to Spain while giving the British substantial control 
of French territories as well as Canada and Florida. 

The Seven Years’ War’s Impact
 Following the war, British national debt doubled as a result of outstanding loans from 
British and Dutch banks. In the wake of Britain's victory in the Seven Years War, the 
nation found itself with a burgeoning national debt that had reached £130,000,000 by 
1764. King George III asserted that because the war effort sought to defend colonial 
interests, the colonies’ citizens should have to contribute to paying the war debt. The 
crown also installed British posts surrounding colonial boundaries to protect against 
attacks from Indigenous groups, also requiring funding to be collected from colonial 
inhabitants. 

Intolerable Acts
 British fundraising in the colonies began in 1764 with the passage of the American 
Revenue Act, commonly known as the Sugar Act. This was the first internal tax placed 
on the colonies, prompting anger and resistance from colonists who were not inclined 
to pay for British military efforts. Particularly, these taxes meant that the colonists 
were being taxed without proper representation in the British parliament, the 
governing body deciding the implementation of these taxes. 



 After the implementation of the Sugar Act, parliament instituted the Stamp Act. The 
Stamp Act had been used in the UK with great success. It was a tax that would tax 
almost all exports or items bought. Colonists needed proof of stamps to show that the 
tax had been paid. This caused great distress throughout the colonies, leading to many 
protests.

 Despite fervorous resistance, the British parliament defended their rights to tax the 
colonies, however, did meet with colonial agents in London. Now-famous names like 
Benjamin Franklin were in attendance. This conference sought to implement other 
methods of fundraising however, with little success, the tax went on to be discussed by 
the British parliament. The Stamp Act of 1765 was passed on March 22 with an 
effective date of November 1, the same year.

Colonial Response to the Stamp Act

 The key issue that quickly emerged as the centerpiece of colonial complaints against 
the Stamp Act was that it was taxation without representation. This derived from the 
1689 English Bill of Rights, which forbade the imposition of taxes without the consent 
of Parliament. Because of this, the US wanted its say in parliament to protect these 
rights. Many of the British felt that the colonists had representation, as there were 
parliamentarians who were designated to represent them, but this argument was ruled 
dilatory because they were not elected by the colonists.

 The colonists did have their own colonial parliament that was not considered in the 
implementation of these taxes. As a result, the colonists believed that they deserve 
representation in their taxation. In 1764, many colonist leaders created committees of 
correspondence. The purpose of these committees was to discuss the repercussions of 
the Sugar Act and plan action against it. These committees were useful in the planning 
of resistance to the Act. The committees led to all but two colonies sending a formal 
protest to Parliament, and many American merchants boycotting British goods.



 While colonial leaders were pressuring Parliament through official channels, violent 
protests erupted throughout the colonies. Colonial leaders pressured Parliament 
through violent protests which quickly broke out in various locations. In many cities, 
unruly mobs attacked stamp distributors and well-known British officials. This was 
coordinated by a group known as the Sons of Liberty. The Sons of Liberty were led by 
upper-class people and used the rage of the lower class to make an impact.
 
 Each intolerable act and increased colonial disillusionment with British control and 
catalyzed thinking which led to the subsequent American Revolution. 

The Colonies’ Political System

 The value of the American Colonies to the British Empire was vital not only in terms 
of trade but also as a means of reinventing and propagating the British Tradition in the 
new world. In the early 1700s, the British colonial government achieved great political 
success in America, more so than at any other time in its history to 1776. This was 
achieved through expressions of loyalty to the mother-nation becoming increasingly 
fierce, frequent, and eloquent, generating a sense of co-dependency between the 
American Colonies and the British nation and empire

 The Continental Congress was convened as the governing body for the American 
Colonial governments, separate from the oversight of the British Empire. They first 
met in Philadelphia on September 5th, 1774, only Georgia was unrepresented at the 
Congress. Their role was multifaceted, ensuring both an effective administration 
across the Colonies, and furthering the autonomy of the American Colonies in the 
months leading up to and during the Revolution. In October of 1774, the Articles of 
Association were adopted by the Congress as a direct response to the Intolerable 
(Coercive) Acts – they instituted that if the acts were not repealed by December 1st, 
1774, there would be a full legislative boycott of all British goods in the Colonies. The 
hopeful skepticism of 1774 towards the relationship between the colonies and Britain 
completely dissipated throughout 1775, as conflicts such as Lexington and Concord 
pushed the Colonies towards war. 



Britain’s Political System:

 Political rights in Georgian Britain were restricted to wealthier landowning classes. 
White men with property or wealth enjoyed suffrage and political representation, 
though only a small fraction of the nation’s population- about 200,000 individuals. 
Two political parties dominated eighteenth-century politics: The Whigs and the Tories. 
The Whig party aligned with Protestant and liberal ideals, fighting against corruption 
in the courts and absolutist ambitions of the monarch since the Glorious Revolution. 
The Tory party countered with Whig’s motivations, asserting that the crown had a 
responsibility to maintain political and social order. 

 Reform of the Imperial system was a priority for Parliament from the 1740s to address 
the rapidly expanding and prosperous nature of its territories, including the Colonies. 
The plan to initially unite the Thirteen North American Colonies did gather 
momentum in the British Parliament. For Colonial affairs, factionalism started to fester 
in Westminster between the ideologues like Edmund Burke, and the aspirants like the 
Earls of Hardwicke and Granville – two distinguished, although with mired political 
reputations, associates of the Earl of Newcastle – a leading bureaucrat and Minister in 
1742. In 754, while George Washington – as a Major of Colonial forces against the 
French incursions – suffered defeat in Ohio to the French, Newcastle and the Board of 
Trade pushed attempts to open a unified Parliament by November 1754 through 
legislation, and before additional troops could be sent to North America. 

War



  By the end of 1774, the magnitude of the American problem had become evident. 
Massachusetts was ungovernable, and the other colonies rallied around her in the 
continental congress which imposed a trade ban to force a reversal of British policy. 
The American Revolution began in April of 1775 with the battle of Lexington and 
Concord. The battle started on April 19, 1775, where hundreds of British Redcoat 
troops marched from Boston to nearby Concord in order to seize an arms cache. 
Informed by Joseph Warren, Paul Revere and others already ambushed the arrival of 
the British soldiers, and when they came, the riders sounded the alarm, and colonial 
militiamen began mobilizing to intercept the Redcoat column. A confrontation on the 
Lexington town green started off the fighting, and so on due to the British were hastily 
retreating under intense fire. At this point, the tension between the two sides is 
inflated. 

 Two months later, colonists fortified Bunker Hill in Charlestown. Continental soldiers 
were steadied with the order “do not fire until you see the whites of their eyes”. A lack 
of ammunition soon forced the colonists to withdraw. Following this battle, George 
Washington assumed leadership of the Continental Army, July 3, 1775. After the onset 
of war, the colonial governments of each colony formally declared their independence. 
Next, a Declaration of Independence was drafted and announced. Colonial leaders 
named the new country The United States of America. 

 The Continental Army faced numerous hardships during the war. Compared to British 
forces they were unprepared, but they were outnumbered and outgunned. After several 
defeats, General Washington and his men crossed the Delaware River on Christmas 
Night 1776 to attack Trenton, NJ. Before the battle, the troops listened to a passage 
from The Crisis, written by Thomas Paine. They drew inspiration from these words: 
“These are the times that try men’s souls: The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot 
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands it now, 
deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.”. The Continental Army emerged 
from this battle victorious. They then established their camp in Fort Dix to wait out the 
winter months where they engaged in training and further preparation. 



On August 22, 1776, New Yorkers heard the cannon blasts of the Battle of Long 
Island. Five days later, an expeditionary force of over 32,000 British regulars, 10 ships 
of line, 20 frigates, and 170 transports defeated Continental troops at Kip's Bay and 
invaded Manhattan Island. The British had taken New York City. 

Long Island, 1778



George Washington was a Virginia planter turned militia officer. He gained most
of his military acumen in the French and Indian war and later became the
Commander in Chief of the Continental Army against the British. As the leader of
the Continental forces, he is tasked with conducting the war against Britain and
yielding victory to the colonists.

With a British stronghold in New York City, Long Island was teeming with British
soldiers and its residents were noticing the consequences of the Quartering Act,
allowing for the quartering of British soldiers in colonial homes. Washington’s forces
were struggling. With a significant lack of clothing, food, and soldiers, the Continental
Army was at risk of defeat and Washington was desperate to improve the army’s
situation by any means necessary. 

The Culper Ring:

Washington turns to Major Benjamin Talmadge 721, leader of the 2nd Continental
Light Dragoons, placing him in charge of military intelligence. His mission: to gather
intelligence from New York City-the base of British military forces- and deliver it to
the Continental Army. At the beginning of the ring’s operations, Talmadge’s  721’s
informants hailed from Setauket, Long Island, a main focal point of this committee.
Having grown up in Setauket, Talmadge called upon childhood friends, including
Abraham Woodhull 722 and Caleb Brewster 725. Leading ordinary lives, these
informants had the perfect cover. The army needed not concoct aliases for them as
their lives were their aliases. 

Positions
 
Chair: George Washington- 711



Major Benjamin Tallmadge: “John Bolton”: 721
Major in the 2nd Continental Light Dragoons and head of intelligence for the
Patriot army under the command of General George Washington. Born the
son of a clergyman in Setauket, New York. Tallmadge graduated from Yale in
1773, studying alongside revolutionary era spy, Nathan Hale. Talmadge’s
main task under Washington is bringing intelligence from British-controlled
New York city to the continental army. 

Abraham Woodhull: Samuel Culper Sr.: 722
A cabbage farmer from Setauket, New York where he lives with his wife,
Mary Woodhull, and young son, Thomas as well as quartered British soldiers.
Woodhull is the son of Setauket’s wealthy magistrate, Richard Woodhull.
Abraham had joined the county militia in 1775, but became disenchanted and
quit after two months. 

Caleb Brewster: 725
Brewster was born in Setauket, New York, and was a descendant of
Mayflower passenger William Brewster. Brewster signed on to a whaling boat
as a young man. By the time hostilities between colonial revolutionaries and
the British Crown escalated in 1775, he was an expert seaman. Caleb used his
navigation and sailing skills as a courier for the Culper ring further into the
American Revolution.  

Robert Townsend: Samuel Culper Jr.: 723
Townsend is a Quaker merchant living in New York City during the
Revolution. His tavern, frequented by British soldiers, provided the ideal
setting for gathering intelligence. After being recruited for the ring by 722,
Townsend operated under extreme secrecy, not even revealing his name to
General Washington himself. 

Jonas Hawkins: 
Jonas Hawkins was born and lived in Stony Brook, NY, a neighboring town to
Setauket. Hawkins signed the Association to sustain the Continental Congress
and the Provincial Convention in Brookhaven, Suffolk County, New York, on
June 8, 1775. 



Austin Roe:
Austin Roe was the owner of a tavern in East Setauket, who served as a
clandestine Courrier for the Culper ring once recruited by 722. Roe was an
experienced horseback rider Thus, his role was to retrieve information from
spies in New York City. 

Anna Strong 
Anna Strong is the wife of Selah Brewster Strong, a delegate to the first three
provincial congresses in colonial New York, and a resident of Setauket. Selah
was imprisoned in a British-controlled sugar house prison in New York City.
Her role in the ring was a signaler, relaying information to couriers across the
Long island sound by hanging petticoats and handkerchiefs outside her Long
Island home to indicate meeting and meeting location. 

Nathaniel Sackett
Prior to the outbreak of war, Sackett served in the New York Provincial
Congress. During his participation in the wartime government, Sackett was
assigned to the Committee for Detecting and Defeating Conspiracies. This
body acted as a counterintelligence agency that aimed at suppressing Loyalist
resistance in the State. Sackett trained Talmadge in counterintelligence and
was instrumental in the formation of the ring.

James Rivington: 726
Rivington is a printer and bookseller in New York, NY. His first issue of
Rivington’s New-York Gazetteer'' was published on April 22, 1773. Rivington
was soon perceived as leaning Loyalist and served as the mouthpiece for anti-
Whig accusations and barbs aimed at Patriots in New York and beyond. As a
result of this Loyalist perception, Rivington’s shop and printing press were
attacked multiple times by Patriot mobs prior to Rivington’s involvement in
the ring. 



Hercules Mulligan
Born in 1740 in Coleraine Ireland, he emigrated to New York City with his 
family at six years old. After graduating from King’s College, Mulligan 
married Elizabeth Sanders, the niece of an Admiral in the Royal Navy. Quite 
irrespective of his wife’s British background, Mulligan was a staunch patriot. 
In 1774, Mulligan became a tailor and opened a storefront in New York that 
was frequented by the upper echelons of society, frequently serving high- 
ranking British officers. In this position, he joined the ring.  

Sally Townsend
Sister to Robert Townsend, the teenager Sally Townsend played a key role in 
the procurement of information from the British and the transportation of this 
information to the 723. British officers were stationed at the Townsend home 
including John Graves Simcoe of the Queen's Rangers, who was often visited 
by the British army's Adjutant General, John Andre. 

Mary Woodhull Underhill
Operated a boarding house in New York City with her husband, 
AmosUnderhill. Underhill is the sister of Abraham Woodhull, who frequently 
justified trips to New York city under the guise of visiting her and her 
husband. 

Amos Underhill
Operated a boarding house in New York City with his wife, Mary Woodhull 
Underhill

355
355 is a female spy in the ring. Her identity is unknown. 


